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The co-ordinating power of the Centre, which arises naturally
from its position, is well recognised in the constitution. Among
central subjects are " central agencies and institutions for
research." The Government of India's research institutes such
as the Agricultural Institutes at Pusa and Coimbatora, the
Veterinary Institute at Muktesar and the Forest Research Insti-
tute at Dehra Dun are -well known and have achieved 'remarkable
results.* At first, the provinces seem to have shown some dis-
inclination to resign their control of research institutes to the
Centre. The Bombay Government, for instance, contended
fchat sugar-cane research should be conducted by that province
since " agriculture, including research institutes " was a pro-
vincial subject, but the general tendency since the Eeforms has
been to extend the co-ordinating power of the Centre more
widely into the transferred field than was contemplated when
the Act and the Rules under it were framed. The Indian
Central Cotton Committee, constituted in 1921 and given statu-
tory powers in 1923, concerns itself with all questions arising out
of cotton-growing from the field to the' factory, and has been
remarkably successful. Two more recent instances of this
tendency may be given here. As the result of the recommenda-
tion of the Linlithgow Commission, the principle has been
accepted that
"It is the duty of the Government of India, in the discharge oi
their -ultimate responsibility for the welfare of the vast agricultural
population of this country, to advance research in every possible way
without encroaching upon the functions of provincial Governments in
that sphere."t
The Government of India has decided, in accordance with this
principle, to constitute a central Council of Agricultural Research,
consisting of a governing body and an advisory council. The
provincial representatives on the governing body are the
provincial Ministers for Agriculture. Again in 1927, a Committee
was appointed of members of the Central Legislature (the
Indian Boad Development Committee),
" to examine the desirability of developing the road system of India
the means by which such development could most suitably be financed
and to consider the formation of a Central Road Board for the
purpose of advising in regard to and co-ordinating the policy in
respect of, road development in India."t
This Committee did not, in fact, advise the appointment of a
Central Road Board, but recommended that road conferences,
at which provincial Governments should be represented, should
be convened periodically by the Government of India. One
such conference has already been held and, in addition, a Central
Standing Committee on Boads has been appointed to advise the
Government of India on road matters.
* See Report of Royal Commission on Agriculture paras. 26 and 262.
t Government of India Resolution of 23rd May, 1929.
j Government of India [Resolution of 3rd November, 1927.
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